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tter Creek Historical Society

DURAND VILLAGE HALL DECEMBER 2009

OBJECTIVE

To explore the history of the Durand School Distirict #322, also
known as Otter Creek area, and preserve information, oral and written,
pertinent to its heritage. To display articles of historical and genealogical

interest. To establish a museum.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Merry Christmas to all. There is not a meeting this month but we hope

to see you in January in Brodhead, Wisconsin at the Silver Dollar Saloon.

It sounds like something out of "Gunsmoke", but actually it is a very

nice eatery. It is located on the square in Brodhead. We had a luncheon
there last summer and toured the Railroad Museum after. We encourage you

to bring a photo of your grandparents and a short story about them or the

photo.

We have completed our itinerary for 2010 and will introduce that
at the luncheon. We think it will be informative and entertaining.

Let us pause at this time and reflect as our country is about to send more young
men and women into harms way. We pay a high price to maintain our
freedoms from those who would take it. It seems there is always some who
want to dictate to others how they should live, speak, and worship. Why?

I don't know, perhaps jealousy. We are in the greatest country in the

world, where each person determines his own course in life. We pray

that our troops accomplish their mission and return safely to their

families.
Merry Christmas from the Otter Creek Historical Society

Also, a Very Happy New Year is wished to all.

Ren



THEATER ORGAN SOCIETY

Theatre Organ Socials at the Coronado, presented by
The Land of Lincoln Theater Organ Society (LOLTOS)

The 2010 Social dates are January 16, March 20, and April
24 at the Coronado Theatre. It is open to the public and it is
FREE! Come at 9:30 a.m. for refreshments. The program
begins at 10:00 a.m. with an area artist playing the beautiful
Grande Barton Organ for about one hour. This is followed
by open console when anyone can play the organ or have
their picture taken...birng your camera. Parking is free in

the parking garage across the street.

LOLTOS also offers tours of the Coronado Theatre for
$7.00 per person. Tour dates are December 15, March 16,
April 20 and May 18, and begin at 7:00 p.m. Reservations
are required. Special group tours are also available. The
tour runs about 1 hour and 30 minutes and includes the
Grande Barton Organ, atmospheric show, organ chamber,
owners' 1927 apartment, stars' dressing rooms, chorus
dressing rooms, on stage and under the stage, and audience
chamber and public areas in the theater. Call La Vonne
Arendsee or Vera Rabe at 815-248-4512 for more

information.

FROM THE TREASURER

Otter Creek Historical Society dues for 2010 are now being
collected and can be sent to Judy Wilke, treasurer, at 16450
Rock Grove Rd., Durand I1 61024. If you plan to attend the
holiday luncheon in January dues can be paid at that time.
The amount is $10.00... THE BEST BARGAIN IN THE
AREA.!

CHUCK'S MEATLOAF

5 lbs. ground beef

1 green pepper, chopped

1 onion, chopped

1 tbsp minced garlic (or powder)
Small amount parsley

Salt & pepper to taste

1/2 cup flour

4 eggs, beaten

1 can tomato paste

Mix dry ingredients and put aside.Save 1 tbsp tomato
paste.
Mix all other ingredients well. Mix in dry items.

Compact in bowl much as possible.

Preheat oven to 325F. Spray roasting pan with

cooking spray.

Put loaf into pan and pat into solid loaf. Spread rest

of tomato paste over top.

Cook until thermometer reaches 165F.

Slice leftovers into serving sized pieces. Place in

freezer bags and enjoy for some time to come.

Have you ever visited the Williams Tree Farm on
Yale Bridge Road in Rockton? It's especially neat
this time of year with all the extras that go with the
Christmas season, but it's open year round and has
animals to see, a nice gift shop, a waterfall garden,

and much more to see and enjoy.

CONTACTS

Secretary Shari Willer - 248-2670 - email: rdwiller@verizon.net
Editor Lucille Hayes - 624-4455 - email: lucilleh@charter.net
President Ben Clay - 248-2060 - email: bpbjclay@yahoo.com

Website: www.lake-summerset.com. Follow links to Otter Creek Historical Socity



PERSONAL TOUCH
(BY VERA RABE)

I stood at the checkout counter as the cashier tucked the last item into the bag, ripped the tape from the register,
and with a detached flair, tossed it into the depths of jumbled groceries.

As I pressed my hastily written check toward her, she snapped out a new white-sponge ink pad.

I had read of the fingerprint requirement in some stores, and of the inevitable objections by some of the public, but
this was my first encounter..

She asked me to put my fingerprint on the check. "But the ink," I said, perplexed.

"What?" She was as perplexed as I.

"There's no ink on the pad."

"Oh!---No, it's invisible."

Fascinated by the fairytale flavor of invisibility, I smiled, exclaiming, "Invisible! Oh, like black light, I suppose,"
and, delighted, I pressed my finger firmly to the pad, lingered a bit, -- to make sure the invisible stuff didn't elude
my touch, and lingered firmly on the check to make sure I had captured the magic.

When I released my touch, the clerk, bemused, swiftly swooped the check---somewhere, and left me dreaming of
my newfound "personal touch," feeling vaguely, that she should have asked me to touch all five fingers to the
check---a very personal part of me---my fingerprints.

I walked away a little prouder, shoulders squared, my bag of groceries a newfound treasure, and a new sense of
awareness.

I've always felt signatures were personal, but signatures can be copied, imitated, forged. As for my fingerprints, I

am, literally, proud as a peacock to leave my personal touch on any business I transact!

EASY DESSERT (Submitted by Karen Wassel)

Leftover snickers bars from Halloween make a delicious dessert. Simply chop them up with the food chopper. Peel,
core and slice a few apples. Place them in a baking dish and sprinkle the chopped candy bars over the apples. Bake

at 350 for 15 minutes!!! Serve alone or with vanilla ice cream. Yummm!
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BIRTHDAYS

WHAT LOVE MEANS TO 4-8 YEAR
OLDS (Forwarded from Karen Wassel)

Cindy Gant.................. February
Judy Wilke.................. March
Barb Clay........cccceueee. January
Ben Clay.......ccccueeeeee. February

Ann Marie Brubaker...February

Helen Goomas............ January
Betty Ralston.............. February
Duane Kinney............. March
Phyllis Markel............. February
Jean Waller.................. February
Donna Kohley............. March

ANNIVERSARY

Gary & Donna Kohley.....March

EVERYBODY'S RECIPE
4 cups of love
1 cup of kind deeds
3 cups forgiveness

2 cups well beaten faults

Add tears of joy, sorrow and sympathy for others.

Fold in 4 cups of prayer and faith.
Bake well with warmth of human kindness.

Serve with a great big Smile.

When my grandmother got arthritis she couldn't bend
over and paint her toenails anymore. So my grandfather
does it for her all the time, even when his hands got

arthritis too. That's love....Rebecca ---age 8

Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on
shaving cologne and they go out and smell each other.

Karl...age 5

Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most
of your French fries without making them give you any

of theirs....Chrissy---age 6

Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you

stop opening presents and listen...Bobby--age 7- -Wow!

If you want to learn to love better, you should start with

a friend who you hate...Nikka---age 6

Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who
are still friends even after they know each other so

well....Tommy --age 6

Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty
and still says he is handsomer than Robert Redford.
Chris --- age 7

You really shouldn't say , 'l love you' unless you mean
it. But if you mean it., you should say it a lot. People

forget....Jessica --age 8

Winner was a 4 year old whose neighbor recently lost
his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went
into the old gentleman's yard, climbed onto his lap, and

just sat there.

When his Mother asked what he had said to the
neighbor, the little boy said, 'Nothing, I just helped
him cry.'



Otter Creek Historical Society

2010 Agenda
Saturday: January 30th: 11:00 a.m....Holiday Luncheon at the Silver Dollar Saloon Steak House, Brodhead WI
Bring a photo of your grandparents and a short story about it.

Saturday, February 27th; 10:00 a.m. ..Phil Raines: Topic: Bee keeping..at Durand State Bank

Saturday, March 27th, 10:00 a.m. .Victoria & Don Franz "Civil War Remembered" at Durand State Bank
Many Civil War artifacts on display.

Saturday, April 24th, 10 a.m.. Luncheon at Jessica's in Roscoe

Tour of Historic Auto Museum ...Seniors..$8.00 admission
May...No meeting
Saturday, June 26th 10:00 a.m. Luncheon at Sophia's in Roscoe
Tour Farm Museum in Argyle, IL

July...No meeting ...4th of July parade Sunday July 4th Durand

Saturday, August 28th..10.00a.m.....Luncheon in German Valley

Tour German Valley museum

Saturday, September 25th...10:00 a.m. Luncheon at Prime Table, Freeport

Tour Train & Farm Museum, Freeport

Saturday, October 30th...10:00a.m. ..Luncheon at Olympic Tap, Rockford
Tour Burpee Museum, Rockford

Thursday, November 18th...6:30 p.m...Glenn Matteson...History of his Auto Mechanic business, celebrating
30 years and many changes. Durand Village Hall

December...No Meeting

(From the Editor: Many thanks to President Ben Clay for putting this agenda together. We can all be
grateful for the fine job he is doing.)

Words ¢f Mark Twain

Jf you don't read the newspaper you are unir formed.

Jf you do read the newspaper you are misir formed.



c/o Durand Village Hall
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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL AND
A VERY BLESSED AND HAPPY
NEW YEAR TO YOU AND YQURS



